
Pooling Our Research: Providing 
Transportation Planners with Accurate 
Census Data
Why a Pooled Fund Study?
For decades, transportation planners have used census 
data to inform their planning practices, including travel 
demand modeling, congestion management, emergency 
preparedness, transit system planning, environmental jus-
tice studies, air quality conformity, environmental justice 
reviews and trends analyses. Since 1970 (with the Urban 
Transportation Planning Package), a set of special tabula-
tions has summarized nationwide census data by home 
location, work location and worker flows between home 
and work. 

A unique partnership between states, metropolitan plan-
ning organizations, AASHTO, Federal Highway Administra-
tion and the Census Bureau, today’s Census Transportation 
Planning Products program generates data that is used 
to support more than 20 federal planning requirements, 
especially those that require sound data for small geo-
graphic areas. For some smaller planning organizations 
with limited funding, the CTPP provides the only source of 
journey-to-work data. 

Historically, CTPP data products were developed from 
the census long form administered once every 10 years. 
Practitioners considered the large sample size of this census essential to providing 
reliable and accurate data. In 2006, the new American Community Survey form 
came into use, and plans were made to eliminate the long form in favor of annual 
ACS administration starting in 2010. AASHTO’s Standing Committee on Plan-
ning sponsored a new, multiyear CTPP project to begin incorporating ACS data into 
transportation planning products and practices. ACS is a continuous form of mea-
surement that requires accumulation of data over multiple years for tabulation. All 
50 states and many metropolitan planning organizations are participating in the new 
CTPP project; each entity contributes funds based on population estimates for 2010 
(at $0.0189 per person). 

AASHTO’s new CTPP project allows agencies to participate by contributing funds 
directly to AASHTO or through an FHWA pooled fund. Minnesota and nine other 
states are participating in the CTPP project through this pooled fund. 

What is the Pooled Fund Study’s Goal?
The goal of this pooled fund study is to determine the usability of the ACS data for trans-
portation planning purposes to develop new three- and five-year CTPP tabulations that 
are based on the ACS. The project also provides for ongoing technical assistance, user 
training and related research activities.

What Have We Learned?
CTPP’s Oversight Board identifies priorities for census data and how the data should 
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be packaged to be most useful to transportation planners. Peer exchanges held in 2006 
and 2007 defined CTPP data needs, outlined proposed program tasks and examined the 
issues surrounding use of census data derived from the new ACS. Three-year data prod-
ucts for 2006 to 2008 will be available soon in 200 tables designed by and for transpor-
tation planners. The data profiles and customized tabulations will be limited to states, 
counties and places with a population of 20,000 or more. They summarize key popula-
tion, residence, workplace, journey-to-work and flow data characteristics.

What’s Going On Now?
The CTPP pooled fund study is one element of a broader effort to provide transportation 
planners with the best possible census data. The final report for NCHRP Project 08-36, 
Task 81 describes a project that examined data and potential methods for merging annu-
al data from the ACS and a new quarterly data set from the Census Bureau—Longitudinal 
Employer Household Dynamics—to obtain better journey-to-work data. NCHRP Project 
08-79, expected to conclude in July 2011, is testing techniques to use five-year ACS data 
that satisfy U.S. Census Bureau disclosure rules and support transportation planning at 
small-area geography. Another project is developing Web-based data access software for 
the ACS three-year data products.

The pooled fund is currently identifying priorities for five-year CTPP special tabulations 
with 2006-2010 data that will provide residence, workplace, journey-to-work and flow 
data for smaller geographic areas such as tracts, traffic analysis zones and block groups. 
This data set will be the first CTPP with small-area tabulation using ACS records. Re-
sults of NCHRP Project 08-79 are expected to be used to ensure small-area data can be 
released while preserving individual confidentiality. The five-year data sets are scheduled 
for release in 2012. 

What’s Next?
Work continues on developing the five-year CTPP tabulations from ACS data. Planning 
is under way to host a national census data user conference in fall 2011, and work has 
begun on a white paper outlining longer-term CTPP data access and archiving opportu-
nities and issues.

Produced by CTC & Associates for: 
Minnesota Department  

of Transportation 
Research Services Section 

MS 330, First Floor 
395 John Ireland Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN  55155-1899
(651) 366-3780  

www.research.dot.state.mn.us

This Technical Summary pertains to the ongoing Pooled Fund TPF-5(154), Census Transportation 
Planning Products (CTPP) from the American Community Survey Pooled Fund. Details of this effort 
can be found at http://pooledfund.org/projectdetails.asp?id=392&status=4.

For more than 25 years, FHWA’s Transportation Pooled Fund Program has been providing state 
DOTs and other organizations with the opportunity to collaborate in solving transportation-related 
problems. The TPF Program is focused on leveraging limited funds, avoiding duplication of effort, 
undertaking large-scale projects and achieving broader dissemination of results on issues of re-
gional and national interest.

Three-year data from CTPP products using ACS data for the period 2006-
2008 will look much like these sample tables that use 2005-2007 ACS data. 

“The CTPP represents a 
unique AASHTO, federal, 
state and local 
partnership that 
provides a wealth of data 
on residential, workplace, 
journey-to-work and flow 
characteristics for 
transportation planning 
and policy analysis.”

—Jonette Kreideweis,
Director, Mn/DOT Office 
of Transportation Data 
and Analysis

“CTPP data is a key input 
for the state’s long-range 
planning for the 
transportation system 
across all modes and in 
the transportation 
planning done by the 
state’s metropolitan 
planning organizations.” 

—Lynne Bly,
Transportation Planning 
Director, Mn/DOT Office 
of Statewide Multimodal 
Planning
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