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Minnesota Local Road Research Board

This Younger Drivers Toolkit for Local Agencies is intended to provide Minnesota 
local city and county transportation and traffic safety engineering staff  with the 
information needed to help get the message to younger drivers through focused 
presentations to engage local communities to improve safety for Minnesota’s 
highest risk driving population - younger drivers ages 15-29. The Toolkit is 
structured to first provide a foundation to understand the “why” behind younger 
driver severe crashes. Second, the toolkit features ideas and resources to help 
educate and promote community engagement to reduce younger driver-related 
traffic deaths and injuries. 

Toolkit outline:
Understanding Younger Driver Safety Challenges

1.	The Importance of  Driver Behavior to Improve Road Safety

2.	Understanding Younger Drivers’ Attitudes and Motivations for High-Risk Driving

3.	Minnesota Younger Drivers Crash Fact Sheets

Resources to Promote Younger Driver Behavior Change
1.	Example Community-Based Safety Strategies to Strengthen Younger Driver Safety

2.	Public Service Announcement (PSA) Videos

3.	Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) Partnerships

4.	Younger Drivers PowerPoint Presentation Template
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Unbelted Occupants 

1 

 Zero	Fatalities	Twist
Child	in	back	seat	dies	because	unbelted	parent	was	thrown	into	him.	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXW57B_2sRQ&list=UUrR3CPsVkfxJ5QNbA
I4ZwAw	

2 

 DOE:	Rear	Passenger	Seatbelt	(1:11)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e6Qhmdk4VNs	
Crash	where	unbelted	rear	passenger	kills	three	people	by	colliding	with	them	
during	the	crash.		

3 

 MnDPS:	Heights	(0:30)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSZ‐pQeRtK8&feature=youtu.be	
Informational:	Collision	at	25MPH	without	seatbelt	is	like	falling	from	a	2‐story	
building,	shows	all	the	way	up	to	60mph	=	12‐story	building.		Shows	camera	view	
from	that	height	looking	straight	down	to	portray	the	potential	damage	a	
vehicular	crash	while	being	unbelted	can	cause.	

4 

 NHTSA:	Buckle	Up	America	(0:32)
http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/BUA	
Random	people	on	street	slam	their	forehead	into	guy’s	windshield.		“Since	you’ll	
never	get	to	see	your	own	face	hit	the	windshield”	then	guy	gets	rear‐ended	and	
his	head	goes	into	the	windshield.			

5 

 Embrace	Life	(1:28)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h‐8PBx7isoM		
Video	conveying	that	life	is	too	precious	to	risk	not	wearing	seatbelt,	especially	to	
family.		Gears	more	towards	significance	of	personal	choice	to	buckle	up	and	its	
impact	on	family	members.	

6 

 Wear	it	for	Them	(1:00)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPuID6mnOJU	
Unbelted	male	teen	kills	buckled	little	sister	by	flying	into	her	during	a	crash.	

7 

 NHTSA:	2014	Friendly	Cop	(0:30)
http://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/CIOT2014	(official	website)	
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hzzQa9v79r8	(Youtube)	
Friendly	Cop	gives	warning	for	forgetting	turn	signal,	ticket	for	not	wearing	
seatbelt.		

8 

 Heaven	Can	Wait	‐ Best	Seatbelt	Commercial	Ever	(0:44)	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tywC‐gRXbq0	
Spirits	leave	body	of	those	who	have	died	in	a	car	accident.		The	one	person	who	
was	wearing	a	seatbelt	has	his	spirit	return;	he	wakes	up.		

9 

 THINK!	Always	Wear	a	Seatbelt	(0:40)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xx6v9CNcQ04	
Three	guys	are	terribly	injured	in	a	crash,	not	wearing	seatbelts.		Time	rewinds,	
they	put	on	their	seatbelts	when	they	get	in	the	car	and	sustain	only	minor	
injuries	(sore	neck,	etc.).	“If	you	could	have	another	chance,	what	would	you	do	
differently?”		

10 

 THINK!	Seatbelts	– Three	Strikes	(0:40)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rq9OLd‐XtHE	
Voice	over	describes	exactly	how	a	man	is	injured	and	dies	from	not	wearing	a	
seatbelt	during	a	crash.	Uses	visual	aids	of	inside	the	man’s	body.	From	UK’s	
THINK!	Campaign.	

Distracted Younger Drivers:  
Fatal and Severe Injury Crashes

Source: Minnesota severe crash (K+A) data from 
2009-2013, MN DPS

Distracted severe crashes involving younger 
drivers have remained stable from 2009 
to 2013.

On Minnesota’s roadways, there were 3,088 severe crashes 
(fatal and serious injury) involving younger drivers ages 15-29 
over a five year period from 2009-2013, averaging 618 severe 
crashes per year. Distracted driving was a contributing factor 
in 530 (17%) of these crashes, averaging 106 severe crashes 
per year. 

The crash data provided in this fact sheet is for younger drivers 
ages 15-29, unless otherwise noted. If there was a significant 
difference in data for the two age groups of 15-20 and 21-29, 
the data is shown separately.

63% of distracted 
younger drivers involved 
in severe crashes are 
male.

52% of severe crashes 
involving distracted younger 
drivers were run off road 
crashes and rear end/
sideswipe passing crashes.

52%
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Crashes by Age and Gender
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Example Fact Sheet

Public Service Announcements

Download the Toolkit and PowerPoint template. 
For more information visit www.lrrb.org (Search: Younger Drivers) 
or http://tinyurl.com/o93vch9 

Now Available 

http://www.lrrb.org/media/reports/2015RIC04.pdf
http://www.lrrb.org/media/reports/2015_YoungerDrivers.pptx

